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This listing was renamed HALIFAX HISTORIC DISTRICT by NPS after it was listed. It was N.C.'s first NR listing (1/21/1970) not counting 
the NHLs automatically listed in 1966.  
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(Chock One) 

o Moved Original Site 

plan of The 
-~oanoke River, 
and eas 

on the ide River on the top 
acces ible to the flood The town 

ined by deep 
convenient 11 to the 

town grid e lished in 1758 iver. 
north- outh 

400' 
were laid off on 
the 

tand in the dis 
ite 
old town site is rna 
forest or brush. The four 

the historical period 

houses .. 
and economic center, 

-bellum period 

and nineteenth 
ground Several private 

non-historical and are be 
by the S te of North Caro ina 

lawn, and the remainder is 
tructures that survive in the 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
,ca 1770, one and one-half s ,frame 

tructure measuring '2" with tvlO rooms, side 11, and a rear 
on the first floor and one room and 11 on the second loor. 

the wes end of the exterior All 
The tructure has been restored 

I roof, frame house 
11 on the loor Two 

the other in American-bond, are on 
The house ha 11 shed on the 

cel under. the bu Id The exterior restora ion 
tructure was completed in 1969 .. 

The 1832, Gothic-Revival, one s 
28' 32' with three rooms 

an exterior entrance The structure has pl tered cove cornice 
iginal1y had tin roof The building has two interior with 

Ie mantels and other plain 1 detai The four exterior 
with trap tten shutters are 

1838, is a two- tory, 

inally been on the structure 
loor interior lly contained 

American-bond, brick building 
flue and one exterior batten door 

te roof is known to have 
revealed the firs 

block four cells with 
ditch by wooden walk_ 
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PERIOD (clleck One or More a.9 Appropriate) 

o Pre·Columbian I 0 16th Century 

o 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable Bnd 

18th Century 

fX} 19th Century 

o 20th Century 

AREAs OF SIGNI FICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 

o Prehi storic 

o Historic 

o Agriculture 

I]g Architecture 

o Art 

Commerce 

o Communications, 

, 0 Conservation' 

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

Colonial Halifax 

o Educotion 

o Engineering 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

,0 Literature 

Military 

0 Music 

an 
center in northeastern 
in 1757, Halifax was one of the lInew 
Sal , Salem, and Charlotte 

IX] Politicol 
o Urban Planning 

o Religion/Phi. o Olher (Speci fy) 

losophy 

o Science 

o Sculpture 

o Socio I/Human-

itorian 

o Theater 

o 1ransporlation 

pol 1 soc and economic 
Chartered by the General Assemb 

towns It jo Wi Hil 
of settlement for the 

and ing popula ion of the The lux of new 
Edgecombe and surround couties made it essential that new 

towns be established Located the the Roanoke River 
, Halifax was 

admirab suited commerc 
Although many families had lived on the site of Halifax from as early 
the year 1741 the town had its ic I genesis on November 21, 1757, 

when General Assembly, meet in New Bern, passed an act which called 
for the establishment of "town on the land of James Leslie, on Roanoke 
River It Five Trustee --Thomas Baker, Alexander McCullock, John Gibson, 
Richard Brownrigg, and Robert Jones -were appointed to design and plan 

one-hundred of Leslie' land In June, 1758, a public sale 
by the 1 of lmost 11 

As so 
town, were names of 

leaders and tron ints 
initial Ie of town lots, the growth and 

lerated rapidly In 1758, the General Assembly to 
place for hold the Court of Justice and 

1 Gaol Delivery for the dis ict of , Edgecombe 
lIe counties from Enfield to Hali This decision was made to 
more central location for hold the d ict court, and also due to 

of proper accommodations and entertaiTh~ent in Enfield. The town was 
in honored in 1759, when it des as the seat of government for 
new County of Halifax which was formed by the division of Edgecombe 

The rapid growth of Hali zed 1760, when the General 
llowed the town te privilege extended to towns of 

more families.. Halifax a II ,town,1I 
to send in the House of Commons. Thus, 
years of , Hal point of judicial, 

and commercial act on the Roanoke, and achieved place of 
chl.ef town of the colony 

in 1769 Claude Joseph Sauthier, 
III well-defined colonial 
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Sheet) 

into the 
desire for 
the two events 

tion of the " 

with 148 d 
had one 
violences 

against Ameri " 
April 12, 1776, the 

first authori tive, exp icit 
lony in favor of full, and 
solves" were not only dec 

tion to the Continental 
should be dec 

made 
ued in Government 

Provine 1 of North 
and appointed 

itution for the tate 
18, 1776, with the 

ing the years of the Amer 
ion of leading urban center 

jor rol in the 
War ,however, 

and commerc l'activi 
westward, Hali id 1 

in the region transpor 
to dwindle Even 

tion of the town Hal 
ly in the ante-bellum 

the ilroad in the 1830s 
development of the Halifax 

is offering an excellent 

d 

, in 
Montford, 

Robert A. Jones, 
place in the history of the 
of the American Revolution 

North Carol provided the 
of Hal mos 

the drafting of 
the Fourth 

from count and 8 
take into consideration 

by the King and 

the IIHali Resolves" which 
ion, by more than month by 

tion from Grea Britain." 
for North Carolina lone, but 

t the time in Philade 
Colonies, and by the 

the Dec ion of 

up 
completed 

document 

The ini ial 
On November 22, 
the courthouse in 

and 
on 

ion, Hal continued in the 
te of North Carolina, and i 

the new s te . Following 
lly declined center 

tion of the 
position of pr 

U"""lo'.""'Y' and the 
hington noted the 
of 1791 Halifax de 

moved 

h tor ~ __ ~~_~~. __ ._~ ~~~.~ ______ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~a~~~---J 
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evolving 
popu tion 

"urban" center in 
Carolina vii tha 

Of 
for 

and 

i c recovered from the 1y Victorian 
continue ing tyl tic into th period. 

The four tructures in the H toric Hali 
fo 110ws 

tive of dozen 
commerc 1 and 

i is the e 
be pos ible to 

place within table 
in function or 

It is hoped 
be to 

Di trict 

1 The . 1770, reputed to be the tructure 
where the Firs Constitution for North Carolina dur 
the months of November and December, 1776 

2 The , ca. 1760, is an excellent example of a gambrel-
roofed house ghteenth century. The structure was originally the 
re idence of Owens, one of the prominent Halifax 

3 The ca. 1832, according to Waterman, possesses one 
of the few p ter cove cornices used in the South in Romantic Revival 
Style buildings. The tructure is one of the first constructed for the 
preservation and protection of public records in North Carolina The concern 
resulted from the burning of the S te itol building in Raleigh in 1832. 

4 The , ca. 1838, is ignificant as one of the few public 
of this type remaining in North Carolina. 

Halifax has more recently become known among architectural historians 
the center of the fines examples of lladian 
United States 

architecture in 



NAME AND TITLE: 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the N a tiona 1 Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedu res set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Ga State 0 Local 0 

Name 

Title 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 
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